An overview of status of drinking water and
sanitation in schools in India
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Global WASH-in-Schools scenario

Children’s health improves with WASH in Schools
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Findings from statistical data analyzed by Cairncross (2008) reveal that improved water supply & sanitation
can contribute to 23% and 36% decreased morbidity due to diarrhoea. Moreover, finding from the meta- WASH in Schools promotes gender equality
analysis by Fewtrell & Colford using handwashing and hygiene promotion data reveal that handwashing &
hygiene promotion alone contribute to 44% and 42% reduction in morbidity due to diarrhoea, implying that
handwashing at critical times can prove vital. Source: Meta-analysis by Fewtrell and Colford, 2004; Hand
washing data by Curtis & Cairncross, 2003; Updated sanitation data by Cairncross, 2008

WASH in Schools fosters social inclusion and individual self-respect by offering an
alternative to stigma and marginalization. Girls in developing countries, for
example, often report that issues related to managing menstrual hygiene cause
them to be absent from school, frequently a first step towards dropping out

What is WASH in Schools? altogether.
Access to sufficient quantities of safe water for Improving WASH in Schools is achievable
> Drinking
> Handwashing, cooking and personal hygiene Every school can be equipped with quality WASH programmes. Students, teachers,

communities, local and national governments, civil society and private companies
all need to work together. Media and public opinion around the world can
influence political leaders to act now

Sufficient water for
> Cleaning
> flushing toilets, school farms etc. when appropriate.
Toilet facilities that are
> Sufficient, adequate and Child —friendly, gender specific, culturally appropriate,
separate and well maintained toilet facilities for boys and girls.
Personal hygiene materials
> Water, soap, sanitary pads etc.
> Safe disposal of solid and liquid waste
Hygiene education
> Curriculum, wall paintings, competitions, child cabinets etc.
Control measures to reduce transmission and morbidity of WASH related illnesses.
> Approach to control vector borne disease
> De-worming campaigns, nutritional supplements

Drinking water and sanitation facilities in schools still remain a challenge in most countries
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Source: Data from UNICEF Country Office Annual Reports 2008 & 2009. Water data from 34 countries, Sanitation data from 28 countries.
40 per cent of the global population — some 2.65 billion people — live without access to proper toilet facilities, and 883 million don’t have access to
safe water. More than 4,000 children under age five die from diarrhoea every day. This is a global crisis, and WASH in Schools can help. WASH in and
through schools is one of the best routes to reach entire communities. Direct engagement with students can lead to community adoption of good
WASH behaviors and technologies as well as improved health. Because children are agents of change, education for good hygiene practices in
schools links students, families and communities.




Water and sanitation facilities in schools in India
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Separate toilets for girls need to become a priority
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Total Sanitation Campaign accelerated provision of toilets in rural Urban schools face similar challenges of drinking
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* Calculated on basis of DISE disaggregated data (2009-10). To be updated for 2010-11, when disaggregated data 2010-11 is available.



The functionality disparity

Functionality of water and toilet facilities continues to remain as a major gap to be plugged
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Independent assessment of WASH facilities in schools show a similar trend in functionality
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WASH in Schools progress- Acceleration requir
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* Calculated on basis of DISE disaggregated data (2009-10). To be updated for 2010-11, when disaggregated data 2010-11 is available.



Hygiene practices - key to child survival & development

Handwashing with soap before Mid Day Meal still remain a challenge.
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Findings of an assessment conducted in 540 schools in nine states in India on Mid Day Meal (MDM) program reveal that:

¢ Nearly half (51%) of the schools have a designated hand washing space and in 44% of the schools observed the hand washing
space was being used.

< Only close to one in ten (12%) of schools had soap/detergent available at the hand washing space.

< Nearly half (49%) of the students washed their hands using only water. Only two out of five (42%) students use
soap/detergent.

[Source: Hygiene Practices in schools during Mid-Day Meals, UNICEF-India study 2009 unpublished]

Policy environment for WASH in schools in India

Constitution

»  Article 21-A “free and compulsory education of all children in the age group of six to fourteen years as a Fundamental Right”

Legislation

» Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009

»  RTE necessitates ensuring drinking water and sanitation facilities at school level

» Supreme Court’s sets deadline for all states to ensure water and sanitation facility by November 2011.

Policy Implementation

»  Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) for universalizing elementary education

»  School Sanitation and Hygiene Education (SSHE) component of Total Sanitation Campaign (TSC)

» Nirmal Gram Puraskar (Clean Village Award) mandates functional toilets in all Government, Government aided and private
schools and all Co - ed Upper Primary schools to have separate toilets for boys and girls.

»  NGP incentive amount can be used for creation of additional sanitation facilities in schools & anganwadis and construction of
incinerators in girls” schools.




